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What Will God Do in the New Year?

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above they deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight (LSB 361:1).

The New Year is a time to evaluate one’s life and to make resolutions. I don’t think these customs are
unfruitful or in vain. However, if a person is going to evaluate himself or herself and plan for the New Year,
shouldn’t the Lord God and his plans be considered as well? When the Christ was born in Bethlehem, all the
years and all people were in God’s view. The hopes and fears of this New Year, the Year of Our Lord 2025,
were included. Christ was born to rule also in this year. His kingdom was to be everlasting.

Therefore, in turning the page of the calendar, we might receive the most comfort by asking, “What will
God do in the New Year?” Surely he will succeed! The Scriptures say, “If we are faithless, he remains
faithful” (2 Tim. 2:13). His resolutions are always kept, whereas ours usually fall short. “No purpose of
[God’s] can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). What he says will happen, will happen. He gave his Son as he promised,
didn’t he? The seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, the son of David, was given in the fullness of time
(Gen. 3:15; Gen. 22:18; 2 Sam. 7:12; Gal. 4:4). And his life, death, and resurrection were for all people, that
the Gospel could be recorded and proclaimed, that many could come to faith by the Holy Spirit, even us!

Consider what we already know about God’s plans for us in 2025:

“But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.” My times are in your hand” (Ps. 31:14-15).

“Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that
were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them” (Ps. 139:16).

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one is able to snatch them out of my hand” (Jn. 10:27-28).

“Abide in me, and I in you. . . . [ am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:4-5).

“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

“He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).

We don’t know what disasters and trials God will give in 2025. We don’t know how our earthly plans
may succeed or be thwarted. But our Lord God and Savior Jesus will surely be with us, sustaining us in Word
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and Sacrament, abiding with us in his real presence. And 2025 brings us one year closer to the consummation
of all things, the ultimate goal of God’s plan for us. The year 2025 will make the final promise of King Jesus
even more fitting: “Surely I am coming soon” (Rev. 22:20).

O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel! (LSB 361:4).
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who sent
me, night is coming when no one can work” (John 9:4).

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and sisters
in the Upper East Region of Ghana. We trust
everyone was blessed as Thanksgiving Day was
celebrated on Thursday.

Baptism: Pastor Joseph Asaana baptized a baby in
Bethel Church. 18 people are being prepared in
various congregations to be baptized during the
Christmas convention.

Leadership training class: Two young men in
Immanuel Lutheran Church have joined the leadership
class to be prepared as lay leader to assist the pastors
in preaching and teaching.

Radio Program: A brief survey showed that at least
500 people listen to the broadcast on both Source and
MAXX FM radio stations. It is our hope that the
listeners, especially the Muslims and idol worshippers,
open their hearts as the Holy Spirit is willing and ready
to bring them to Christ.

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): Concordia
Preparatory School has become the school of choice
for many parents who are finding new schools for their
wards. The school is blessed to have a very good
management team and teaching staff. The enrolment
has reached 1200 and that is the maximum we can
have now. Parents who come to look for admission
and are turned down often feel disappointed.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

— Pastor Young

1. We praise the Lord for all the various kinds of
support received from Ghana Harvest, churches,
individuals and friends for the various supports
received.

2. Praise the Lord for the gift received to repair the
broken down borehole of CPS.

3 Pray for us to get funds to manufacture more
metal desks and also purchase for textbooks for
CPS.

4. Pray for St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Kpaliga
as we make cash donations to repair the walls of
the chapel that have cracks which could lead to
the collapse of the building.

5. Pray for the outgone leaders of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Ghana who are still in charge
of leading the Church. The Lord has used them
for the growth of the Church. We pray the Holy
Spirit continues to guide and bless their work.

6. Pray for God’s intervention in the chieftaincy
conflict in Bawku.

7. Ghana goes to the polls on December 7. Pray for
peaceful and transparent elections as we look to
God to direct all voters to choose make God-
pleasing choices.

8. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana mission
and ministry with your prayers, encouragement
and monetary gifts.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need
but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? (1
John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu



Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church members,

The Advent hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus™ certainly expressed

the longing many of us are experiencing this Advent:

Bom Thy people to deliver;
Bom a child and yet a king,
Bom to reign in us forever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

As we wait patiently together for Jesus’ return this Advent, I thank you for

your generous gift to Issues, Ftc. Thank you for listening and for
supporting our work.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, Host
Issues, Etc.

§7’- Issues, Etc.

o Christ-Centered Cross-Focused Talk Radio

Praise the One Who Breaks the
Darkness

Praise the One who blessed the children

With a strong, yet gentle, word;

Praise the One who drove out demons

With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water

To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in every land.

Ongoing Prayer Needs
Please update Pastor and the church office
on these needs.

LSB 849 st.2
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co.

For pregnant women, children,
and more

Grant all women with child, and all
mothers with infant children,
increasing happiness in their blessings;
to defend all orphans and widows and
provide for them: we implore you to

hear us. Amen.

LSB p.289
The Litany

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, &
Wedding Anniversaries
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries




I‘hhim was life,

and the life was the light

of all humankind.

and the dark

Jesus Christ has abolished death and brought
life and immo.r_ta[ity to tight. (2 Timothy 1:10)

. LIFE SHINES IN DARKNESS

The light shines in the darkness,

Come out of the shadows and into the shine.

Rejoice like Lutherans and
embrace the sanctity of every human life!

of life situations like surprise pregnancy
or terminal diagnosis confront us with
uncomfortable realities. Serious and genuine
threats emerge: pain and labors, poverty

and obligations, abandonment and abuse,
disgrace and sacrifice. We get pressed against
our limitations, failures, and needs. The voice
of the devil, the spirit of this age, and the
weakness of our flesh tempt and pester us to
use death as the solution to the difficulties.

Yet the darkness reaches deepest right before
the dawn. And shadows only show up where
the light arrives. The hour has come to wake
from slumber because the daylight is at hand
(Romans 13:11-12).

calls ever human life special, precious, and
priceless, no matter what age, appearance,
or ability, from fertilization to forever.

He delivers blessings of truth and love, joy
and hope, community and purpose, grace
and faith even in humanity's shortcomings.

To live is Christ, and He alone is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life. In Him is life, and this life
is the light of all humankind (John 1:3).

His power perfects wherever we lack
(2 Corinthians 12:9).

We get to receive each neighbor as gift and
privilege, just like He embraces us, speaking
courage, showing compassion, and sharing
every good.

darkness, anclnth
overcome it!

LIFE SHINES IN DARKNESS (2 Timothy 2:10).

L UT H E RA N S Equipping Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life
F O R L I F E lutheransforlife.org * info@lutheransforlife.org 888.364.LIFE (5433) * ltem LFL1645BI
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Seripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Versions, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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unda onda uesda edanesda ursdaa rida aturda
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Name & 2 3 4
Circumcision 6:30pm
LWML
of Jesus
6:30pm AA
5 Second Sunday | 6 7 8 9 10 11
after Christmas The 5:30-7:30 pm | 9:45am Matins 8:30am Church
9:30am Divine Service Ep|pha ny of AShley Green 10am Bible StUdy Work Day
Placi £ Church Annual m (undecorate)
acing of Churc Our Lord Meeting 5p . .
Officers 7pm Divine (Audrey Confirmation
Door Offering Service Marshall has
Sunday School & Adult provided proof
Bible Study of insurance.)
Choir
12 The Baptism of | 13 14 15 16 17 18
Our Lord 6:30pm AA 6:30pm 9:45am Matins 8:30am Men’s
9:30am Divine Service Council 10am Bible Study Breakfast
Sunday School & Adult 5pm
Bible Study Confirmation
Choir
19 Second Sunday | 20 21 22 23 24 25
after the Epiphany | 6:3 pm AA 9:45am Matins
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible Study
Sunday School & Adult 5pm
Bible Study Confirmation
Choir
Sanctity of Life Sunday
26 Third Sunday 27 28 29 30 31
after the Epiphany | 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible Study
LWML Mite 5pm
Collection Confirmation

Voters’ Assembly
Sunday School
Choir

Kroger Community Rewards Program

Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you can link your Kroger
Plus Card to their Community Rewards Program online
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly check. Redeemer
has elected to place these dollars toward the
beautification of our building. In fact, we just received a
check for $58.53. Simple, easy stewardship! Contact

Redeemer’s office for details on how to participate.
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