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After the Election

The rhetoric has been extreme. In addition to this election being called the most important of our
lifetime — as it may be, but so was the last one called the same — there are frantic claims being made. I’ve heard
the claim that if one side does not win this election, there will not be any more elections in the future. There is
also the claim that one candidate will become a dictator if elected. Some charge that thousands or even millions
will die if the other side wins. And there is the fear that the country will not survive if the right candidate loses
and the wrong one wins.

I don’t believe all such doomsday predictions, but can’t rule out that some very negative effects could
result in the people’s choice. I admit the stakes are high, especially when it comes to protections for the
preborn. Unfortunately, this is the case with every election in our current era. So I don’t pretend to be above
the fray, and I don’t think that each side is equally bad, although there are moral failings to each party and,
assuredly, with all candidates at every level. There are certain issues, though, where Christians cannot but
speak and support candidates who uphold what God says (or are the lesser of two evils): ending abortion (the
civil rights struggle of our generation), affirming traditional marriage as a divine institution, protection of
children from gender abuse and mutilation, religious freedom.

Therefore, we are not to abstain from voting and just say, “God’s going to do what God’s going to do.”
That’s not how we look at prayer and delivering relief aid. God uses his people. He works through our prayers
(that he brings to our lips!) and our gifts and offerings. We are commanded in Scripture to pray for our leaders:
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions” (1 Tim. 2:1-2) Why? “That we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
godly and dignified in every way” (1 Tim. 2:2). Consider also the petition for Responsible Citizenship in the
Lutheran Service Altar Book:

Lord, keep this nation under Your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace
among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You faithfully in our generation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

This includes voting with a conscience captive to obey Christ (2 Cor. 10:5) and a boldness to stand for what is
right in our generation, for such a time as this (Esther 4:14).

With all that being said, we do know a great deal about what life will be like after the election whether
in increased suffering or greater relief. First of all, God’s plan will not have been thwarted, even as he is not the
author of sin. Job said to God, “No purpose of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). Secondly, Christ will still be
on his throne ruling all things for the benefit of his people, the Church! (Eph. 1:22). In addition to this, the sun
will come up the day after the election, if Christ does not come first (2 Pet. 3:4). You can also count on
whoever is elected, from the local to the federal level, to disappoint in some way. This is why Scripture
instructs us not to become disciples of politicians: “Put not you trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there
is no salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish” (Ps. 146:3-
4).



As for the survival of the country, it will not survive, eventually. We give thanks for the freedoms of
this nation, the very important Bill of Rights, and the affirmation of our rights coming from God not man, but
the nations of the world will not survive. We pray for our nation to have many more years and to be “a blessing
to the other nations,” according to the prayer mentioned above. But Daniel saw in his vision what happens to
the kingdoms of this earth (Dan. 2). They crumble, whether Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, or the United
States. However, the stone cut from a mountain without human hands, it stands and crushes all other kingdoms
and fills the earth (Dan. 2:35; 45). It is the stone the builders have rejected which has become the cornerstone
(Mk. 12:10-11; Act 4:11).

Our Lord Jesus said of his Church built on the confession of this name, “The gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). Therefore, in these very tumultuous times, we are not forsaken or abandoned
by our Lord Christ who was himself forsaken of God on the cross and rose again for our justification! “If God
is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also graciously give us all things?” (Rom. 8:31-32).

On the morning after the election, or, if the results are not known, on the morning when all the races
have finally been called, presumably when the sun comes up, we will remain under the reign and rule of the Son
of God our Lord. And, as on every day, in seasons of plenty and in want, we will rejoice and trust and do all
things through him who strengthens us (Phil. 4:13). Whatever the results, having prayed and done everything
given for us to do in our vocations, we will surely be able to say on that day,

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
therefore | will hope in him (Lam. 3:22-24).
— Pastor Young

Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church members,

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God will siand
forever, (Isaiah 40:8 ESV)

The prophet sees this as a picture of the contrast between our shori time
on this earth and the eternity in which our hopes reside. And yet into
our fleeting time, God speaks a Word, a Word that shall stand forever!
He speaks it that we who are fading like the grass, might hear it, be
filled with hope, believe it and so partake of its very own eternity!

Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc., dedicated as it is to
spreading the joy of that enduring Word and the endless iife it
promises! We couldn’t do it without you!

Wir sind al ttler, %

Issues, Etc.

Christ-Centered Cross- Focused Talk Radio
Todd Wilken, Host



Ongoing Prayer Needs

Please update Pastor and the church office
on these needs.

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, &
Wedding Anniversaries
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries

Life as a baptized child of God
Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You
called us to be Your own possession. Grant that
our lives may evidence the working of Your
Holy Spirit in love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control, according to the image of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
Lutheran Service Book p.310

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

Kroger Community Rewards
Program

Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their
Community Rewards Program online
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly

check. Redeemer has elected to place
these dollars in the Sanctuary
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just
received a check for $59.55. Simple,
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s

office for details on how to participate.




Homily on the Te Deum Laudamus

The following homily was delivered by the Rev. Professor Jeffrey
Gibbs on 11 November 1993 at the Chapel of Ss. Timothy and
Titus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. It was
published in Gottesdienst Volume 11, No. 4, Saint Michael and All
Angels, 1994,

The Te Deum is old. It is an old, old hymn. Although
the two traditional guesses at authorship — St.
Ambrose and St. Augustine—are apparently not well-
founded, the hymn is almost as old as their day. Mid-
fifth century, the scholars tell us. For forty generations
and more, if forty years be a generation, the church has
been singing, most often in the morning, this song of
praise in its various renderings, and under its various
musical settings. It is an old, old song.

Why has it survived? Two reasons, one can suppose.
First, it faithfully reflects the meaning and message of
writings even older than itself, namely, the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments. This would be the
unchanging reason why the Te Deum still is sung, long
after its authors are dead and gone, long after the ones
who wrote it are “a’mouldering in the grave.” The
message of the Scripture does not change. Neither
does the Scriptural message of the Te Deum.

The second reason why the Te Deum has been the
church’s own throughout the centuries is linked to
something that does change, in a sense, with the
passage of time. Although human need is
fundamentally the same throughout history—the need
for God to deal with sin—the unique ways we perceive
our needs does shift, as countries wax and wane, as
cultures rise and fall, as paradigms shift, bend, break,
and are discarded for different ways of envisioning our
existence under God, in Christ, in a world that is still
far too “fallen.” The fundamental needs of the church
remain the same; but in each generation, there is a
modern “application,” a modern “expression.” So the
Te Deum has survived and flourished because its
unchanging message has continued to speak to the
shifting needs of God’s people. An old, old song. Ever

able to be sung anew. An old song. A new song. Our
song.

Yes, also in this generation, the Te Deum is our song.
For it speaks to our modern needs, our western ways
of understanding the effects of sin, and the temptations
to which we, as God’s people now and in this place,
are subject. What are the needs to which the words of
this old song can speak afresh?

How about this one? My voice is too small. It is only |
who am singing. | am alone. The individualization and
fragmentation of our society has bred, I think, an
epidemic of isolation, of loneliness, a soil in which the
devil’s lie can spring up and grow and say to you—
You are alone. You are so small. And it is only your
voice that is singing.

You are alone, with your responsibilities, with your
fears. Alone in your study room, alone with your
discouragement. Alone in your office at the church,
with the problems that didn’t change from last week
and the things to which you didn’t get and the heavy,
heavy weight of the needs of God’s people threatening
to crush the breath from your body. How can | sing?
How can I praise? No one is here but I. It is so easy to
feel hung out to dry and all alone.

The old, old song says, No! No! Your song is not just
your song. You are God — we praise you. We acclaim
you! There are others. Your song is not a solo, or a
duet, or anything close. Don’t let the cacophony of
Satan’s lies and the clamor of his deceit drown out the
great chorus! Listen—all creation worships you! To
you, all angels, all the powers of heaven, cherubim and
seraphim, holy and burning, fiery ones sing in endless
praise—Holy! Holy! Holy! Adonai of Hosts!

To the voices of creation and the holy angels are
joined other voices, more like unto yours. Human
voices. The glorious company of the apostles praise
you. The noble fellowship of the prophets—they praise



you. The white robed army of martyrs praise you. And
now, even as you sing—throughout the world, the holy
church acclaims you. Your praise of God will not be
stilled. You are not alone. The praise of Father, of
majesty unbounded, His only Son, and the Holy Spirit

5
the kingdom of heaven to all believers. You are seated

at God’s right hand. You will come to be our judge.”
Look—it is not your inability in view. It is Christ’s
ability. What counts is not your or I. It is He and what
He has done. That is why we can sing.

goes on, as it was in the beginning, as it is now, as it

ever shall be. To feel alone,
and unable to sing the
Lord’s song, this song—it is
a lie. You are not alone.
Your voice is small; but you
are part of the chorus, the
unending hymn.

But I can’t get it all done. I
just can’t do it. It’s too
much. They all think that
theirs is the only class I'm
taking. My kids are growing
up, and their needs are
changing so fast |
sometimes don’t even know
what their needs are. I've
worked like a dog, and there
are calls unmade, promises
unkept, intentions
unfulfilled. And I haven’t
even really done my best. |
don’t seem to be able to do
my best. There’s always

THANKSGIVING DAY

MATINS @ 10 AM
SING THE ANCIENT 7E DEUM

“The glorious company of the
apostles praise You.

The goodly fellowship of the
prophets praise You.

The holy church throughout all the
world does acknowledge You:

The Father of an infinite majesty;
Your adorable, true, and only Son;
also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

You are the king of glory,
O Christ;
You are the everlasting
Son of the Father.”

Come, then, Lord, and help
your people. Help your
servant, Ambrose of Milan,
in his combat against the
Arians. Help your servant,
Augustine of Hippo, in his
fight with the Pelagians.
Bought with the price of
your own blood? Yes, come,
then, Lord, and help your
servants Thomas and Martin
and Johann and Jonathan
and Charles and Francis and
on and on and on. And come
and help us. Bought with
your own blood. Help us,
and teach us that our voices,
though small, are not alone.
Enable us to sing with the
whole chorus on earth and
heaven the song of your
praise. Come, now, Lord.
Help us, and teach us again,
that it is you who have done

laziness, always doubt,
always reluctance pulling me away from what needs to
be done. There are no normal weeks in the life of a
parish pastor. It never gets done. The needs are
unending. I can’t get it done.

Yes. That’s right. Even at your best, you won’t ever
get it done. That’s why we sing this song. The Triune
God is the One who gets it done, once and for all. In
the Person who became man for us. Listen to the old
song—“You, Christ, are the king of glory. You became
man, to set us free. You did not spurn the virgin’s
womb. You overcame the sting of death. You opened

it, your mighty hand and
outstretched arm that have gotten the victory. Teach us
to sing anew the old song, O Lord. Teach us—we rise
and sing the Te Deum Laudamus!

(available at:
https://www.gottesdienst.org/gottesblog/2024/9/30/from
-the-archives-homily-on-the-te-deum-laudamus)



https://www.gottesdienst.org/gottesblog/2024/9/30/from-the-archives-homily-on-the-te-deum-laudamus
https://www.gottesdienst.org/gottesblog/2024/9/30/from-the-archives-homily-on-the-te-deum-laudamus

Proclaiming
the Praiges of Christ

in Prague p——

Annual Regional Retreat

- Tenerife, Canary Islands -

y Every year, the LCMS missionaries of the Eurasia region gath-
er together for a retreat. This year, our retreat ran August 5-9
and took place on the island of Tenerife in the Canary Islands.
At this meeting, we were blessed to have Rev. Dr. Reed Les-
| sing as our presenter. His theme was Overcoming Life’s Sorrows:
| Learming from Jerenuah. If you have never heard Dr. Lessing, he
.y is a compelling presenter who interactively engages his audi-
ence. We were richly blessed by his discussions. Also at this

: ! meeting, we had the opportunity to hear from our leaders, the
Regional Director and Business Managers, as well as Synod leaders who serve the international mission
community. We were blessed to worship each morning and, on Friday, to receive the Sacrament of the
Altar together. This year’s meeting was a great success. And we ask your prayers for our more than 20
missionary families scattered through eight countries, especially those who serve in areas that are at times
hostile to the Christian faith.

Increased Work as Chaplain

For the past several years, Dale has been serving as chaplain to the Eurasia region.
Basically, he has served as a pastor-on-call for the missionaries, conversing when
needed through online media in order to pray with and to encourage our workers.
He also has been in charge of the worship at our annual retreats. All of that has been
secondary to the ministry of Rev. John Fale, who chats with and prays with each
missionary worldwide twice a year . Since Rev. Fale has announced his coming re-
tirement, each region’s chaplain will be taking up this ministry for the missionaries
of his own region. It is an honor to serve those who serve the Lord and His Church. Working closely with
the regional director, Dale will take on other pastoral duties as needed.

August, the Quiet Month

Czechs take their vacations seriously, and August is the high month. Recently, the number of empty park-
ing spaces outside our flat has borne witness to that statement. This leads to lighter attendance numbers at
the Divine Service and the adult Bible study. It also means fewer demands on Dale’s time. As September
begins, we are looking forward to a busier time of year with several adult confirmations, reception of new
members, fellowship events, and the celebration of St. Michael and All Angels Day (29 September).

Home Service Spring of 2025

Last month, we reported that we will be home in the spring of 2025 in order to share our work here with
congregations. We have already received two interested emails, and we are hoping for more. Please talk
with your pastor(s) and your outreach committee and let them know we would be thrilled to put you or
your church on our schedule.

Remember that you are where you are in order to share the love of God in Christ Jesus. Arise, shine, for
your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. (Isa. 60:1 ESV)
God be with you all! Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
6:30 pm
LWML
3 All Saints' Day 4 5 6 7 8 9
(observed) 6:30 pm AA 9:45 am Matins 8:30 am Men’s
10 am Bible Breakfast
9:30 am Divine Service
. Study
Door Offering
m
Sunday School & Adult Spmo
Bible Study Confirmation
Daylight Saving Time
Ends (Fall Back)
Choir
10 Twenty-fifth 11 12 13 14 15 16
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 6:30 pm 9:45 am Matins
Pentecost Council - 10 am Bible
. . Budget
9:30 am Divine Service Study
Sunday School & Adult 5pm
Bible Study Confirmation
Choir
17 Twenty-sixth 18 19 20 21 22 23
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 9:45 am Matins
Pentecost 10 am Bible
9:30 am Divine Service Study
Voters Assembly 5pm
Sunday School & Adult Confirmation
Bible Study
Presentation of Budget
& Council Slate
Choir
24 Last Sunday of | 25 26 27 28 29 30
the Church Year 6:30 pm AA 9:45 am Matins 10 am 6 pm Church
9:30 am Divine Service 10 am Bible Thanksgiving Work Day -
LWML Mite Study Day Matins Decorating for
Service Christmas
Collection Season
Sunday School & Adult

Bible Study
Choir
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