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February 2025 

Still Marching for Life 
 

 As I write this newsletter article, I am preparing to fly to Washington D.C. tomorrow for the National 

March for Life.  It’s my first time.  I’ve been to plenty of rallies and events for life and one rally against 

transgender child mutilation (which proved to be harrowing), but not the D.C. march, yet. 

 I’m actually not a big “marching” guy.  Perhaps it is just not my thing.  Or maybe in the era in which I 

grew up, I associated marches with rebellion against authority.  However, it is an accepted appeal of truth to 

wayward government power or inaction, at least since the Civil Rights Movement, which was also a righteous 

cause. 

 But why are pro-lifers still marching?  Roe v. Wade was overturned by the Dobbs decision in June of 

2022.  The answer is that the end of Roe v. Wade was not the end of abortion.  In fact, there are claims that 

chemical abortions have increased, and a number of states have enacted laws with greater access to abortion 

since Dobbs.  So while many children have been saved in some states, abortion remains legal in some form in 

much of the country.  The abortion pill was pushed hard even in the lead up to Dobbs.  And it continues to be an 

accessible way for girls and women to end their pregnancies and terminate the life of the child in their womb. 

 We don’t even know how many abortions occur each year in this new era.  According the National 

Right to Life organization:  “Counting abortions became more difficult after Dobbs.  Many clinics the CDC and 

Guttmacher Institute relied upon for numbers closed, moved, or began sending clients out of state.  Abortion 

pills were being promoted, sold online and shipped to woman’s homes, often illegally” 

(https://nrlc.org/uploads/factsheets/AbortionStatsFS.pdf).   

 We march, then.  We march because abortion is abortion whether by pill or scalpel or other instrument, 

and it is against the Fifth Commandment given by God.  Abortion also harms the woman.  The abortion pill is 

not safe!  Contrary to the lies of the opposition, it is not safe.  According to Charlotte Lozier Institute, 

“Chemical abortion has a complication rate four times that of surgical abortion, and as many as one in five 

women will suffer a complication” (https://lozierinstitute.org/fact-sheet-risks-and-complications-of-chemical-

abortion/).  It is horror in a package for the unsuspecting woman to experience.  (Watch the movie Unplanned 

or read the book.)  Abortion is not physically safe for the woman, nor is emotionally or spiritually safe for her! 

 As we entered Life Week this year, there was a news report that the former president of Planned 

Parenthood, Cecile Richards, died of brain cancer.  How terribly tragic!  To go to one’s death proud of sanitized 

slogans of murder and to have to stand before the Lord God, the Creator and Redeemer, who has promised, 

“Vengeance is mine”! (Heb. 10:30).  Truly, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 

10:31).  May there be no more who are deceived in such a way!  No more! 

 I think it is also important to march in Washington D.C. because there is a federal role in protecting life, 

and Dobbs, while helpful in replacing Roe, doesn’t make sense with the simple realization that the murder of 

children is now regulated at the state level.  Don’t we live in a nation that has a founding document proclaiming, 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”?  Aren’t the 

tiniest of us in this nation due their Constitutional rights? 

https://nrlc.org/uploads/factsheets/AbortionStatsFS.pdf
https://lozierinstitute.org/fact-sheet-risks-and-complications-of-chemical-abortion/
https://lozierinstitute.org/fact-sheet-risks-and-complications-of-chemical-abortion/


2 

 One reason that I am marching this year (in January, in the cold!) is because it is a reminder to me that 

all things are possible with God.  To tell you the truth, I was not a believer that Roe would be overturned in my 

life.  So was the Goliath, the prowess of the opponents and their resolve, built up in my mind.  It is true that 

abortion is akin to a sacrament with those rabidly devoted to their Molech-inspired, secular religion.  But our 

God is greater.  And in the end, nothing unholy will be left standing.  Only the kingdom of Christ and those 

made holy in Him will endure in the righteousness of God.  So it is good to continue the observance of the Roe 

decision, in January, while also celebrating Life Month in June for the Dobbs ruling.  It is important to confess 

the sins of not believing all things are possible. 

 Abortion is the civil rights issue of our time.  More than that, it is the image-of-God issue of our time.  

And one day, when the unthinkable is universally called unthinkable, like slavery, or one day, even if the evil of 

abortion persists, one day, your grandchildren or great-grandchildren or a person in the old folks’ home in the 

room next to you will ask, “Where were you in the struggle?”  And you will not have to say that you marched, 

but you will want to say that you stood.  You stood for life in name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit!  You will want to say that you repudiated all false thoughts and ungodly ways, received forgiveness in 

Christ, and stood for the good by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 I would say that the core reason for why I am marching and why this year is that I just have the 

conviction to go.  I guess it is as close to a pilgrimage as I have come, though there is no merit or worthiness 

associated with the act.  Christ is my (and your) Savior.  All glory to Him! 

 So I plan to march with those who still march.  I march in repentance for my own egregious 

shortcomings on the sanctity of life, not to make up for them, but in thanksgiving that God has given me, chief 

of sinners, another chance to proclaim His truth.  I march in the hope of Jesus Christ, the Savior for all who are 

captive to lies, the Savior for all women and men, young and old, the Savior who does not cast any away as 

useless or unwanted. 

 I will march with you in my hearts, dear brothers and sisters, cherishing the life we have together and 

the grace given to us as children precious to God.   

I will march singing and praying in the name of Jesus, the only name given by which men are saved! 

And I will continually march with you in spirit until the day when marching is no more and rest and life 

are fully enjoyed. 

 

          – Pastor Young   
 

 

When a mother is considering an abortion 

God of all grace, out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy You have given us life and commanded 
us not to hurt or harm our neighbor in his body. Teach us to care for this unborn child whom You have 
created in Your image. Grant Your grace to (Name of Mother) that, by Your Word and Spirit, she may 
live according to Your will and have the courage to nurture and cherish her child. Surround her with 
those who will rejoice in this child, and provide for her needs of body and soul; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
https://lutheransforlife.org/for-life-prayers/ 

 

For the comfort of one who has undergone an abortion 
Gracious Father in heaven, look with mercy on your daughter (name), who suffers the shame of 

abortion. For the sake of Christ Jesus, our Savior, forgive her all her sins, and remove all feelings of 
guilt and despair. Protect her from the accusing voices of others and the accusations from within. By 

Your Spirit increase her faith that she may entrust herself and her child into Your fatherly hands; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
https://lutheransforlife.org/for-life-prayers/ 
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In Peace and Joy I Now Depart 

In peace and joy I now depart 

    Since God so wills it. 

Serene and confident my heart; 

    Stillness fills it. 

For the Lord has promised me 

That death is but a slumber. 
LSB 938 st.1  

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; 
 tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt. 

Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. 

On Entering a Church 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your 

house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. In the multitude of Your tender 

mercies prepare my heart that I may 

enter Your house to worship and 

confess Your holy name; through Jesus 

Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
LSB p.289  

Inside front cover. 

(See also PS 26:16, PS 5:7, PS 51:1) 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
Please update Pastor and the church office  

on these needs. 

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 

  
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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2 The Purification of 

Mary and 

Presentation of Our 

Lord 
9:30am Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

3 
6:30pm AA 

4 5 
9:45am Matins  

10am Bible Study 

5pm 

Confirmation 

6 

 

7 
6:30pm 
LWML 

8 
 

9 Fifth Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
9:30am Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 
 

10 
6:30pm AA 

11 

 

12 
9:45am Matins  

10am Bible Study 

5pm 

Confirmation 

13 

 

14 

 

15 
8:30am Men’s 

Breakfast  

 

16 Sixth Sunday 

after the Epiphany 
9:30am Divine Service 

   Lutheran High School 

North Choir 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Luncheon with the choir  

Choir 
 

17 
6:30pm AA 

18 
6:30pm 

Council 

19 
9:45am Matins  

10am Bible Study 

5pm 

Confirmation 

20 

 

21 22 

 

23 Seventh Sunday 

after the Epiphany 
9:30am Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

24 
6:30pm AA 

25 

 

26 
9:45am Matins  

10am Bible Study 

5pm 

Confirmation 

27 

 

28 TBD:   
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