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The Gospel in Genesis

In addition to the Bible being divided into the Old and New Testaments, there are two great doctrines in
Scripture that must be rightly divided (2 Tim. 2:15): Law and Gospel. The Law is God’s commandments that
demand obedience and condemn sinners. The Gospel is the good news of salvation through Christ’s keeping of
the Law and his sacrifice of atonement. The quintessential proclamation of the Gospel is in John chapter 3:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him” (Jn. 3:16-17).

It would be a mistake, however, to conclude that the Old Testament is all Law and the New Testament is
all Gospel. There is Law and Gospel in both Testaments. Consider Jesus’ statements of blistering Law in the
New Testament:

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter Gradual for Lent
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of [O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say the founder and

to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,
and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty
works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of

perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross,

lawlessness’” (Matt. 7:21-23). despis- | ing the shame,*

. , , . and is seated at the right hand
The Son of Man will send his angels, ar.]d they will of the | throne of God.

gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law- Hebrews 12:2

breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13:41-42).

In the Old Testament there is the sweetest Gospel: “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall
become like wool” (Is. 1:18). The Gospel is even given before the curses to Adam and Eve! To the serpent the
Lord says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). This is the protoevangelium, the first Gospel
promise. From the woman would come a Savior who would crush the devil and free mankind from the
captivity into which it had fallen.

But there is more Gospel just in the book of Genesis alone: promises, prophecy, prefigurement,
covenants of grace, blessings, sacrifices, and typology, all in anticipation of the Christ to come. There is
plentiful Gospel from the beginning, from the Genesis of creation, from the sin of our first parents, from God
making a people his very own. It is there if you have eyes to see and ears to hear. That’s what we hope to
discover in this year’s Lenten series.

The following is the Midweek Service schedule:



The Gospel in Genesis
Ash Wed., Mar.5—- Genesis 3:1-24

Wed., Mar. 12 — Genesis 12:1-9
Wed., Mar. 19 — Genesis 9:1-20

Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension
Wed., Mar. 26 — Genesis 22:1-18
Wed., Apr. 2 — Genesis 28:10-17

Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension
Wed., Apr. 9 — Genesis 50:15-21

Please note that there will be a Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Greg Bauch from our sister congregation
Ascension Lutheran in Madison, TN.
All services are at 7:00 p.m. There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

— Pastor Young

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & Ongoing Prayer Needs _
Wedding Anniversaries Please update Pastor and the church office
on these needs.

Birthdays

Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works
of Him who sent me, night is coming when
no one can work” (John 9:4).

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and sisters
in the Upper East Region of Ghana. We trust
everyone is blessed in the name of the Triune God.

Baptism: Twenty people were baptized during the
Christmas convention held 2" to 5™ January 2025.

Confirmation: Twenty-eight members were
confirmed during the convention.

Ordination and Installation of two pastors: Praise

the Lord for adding two more workers into His
vineyard. On February 2, 2025 Vicar John Abane and
Vicar Michael Akparibo were ordained into the Holy
Ministry to add to the three ordained pastors.
Having five ordained pastors and several lay leaders,
we trust the Holy Spirit will use us more to bring the
lost souls to the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

y -
2

Peace Lutheran Church chapel: By the grace of God,

Peace Lutheran Church, the newest church has a
completed chapel and more than 30 pieces of
plastic chairs and eight benches for members to use.
We rejoice in the Lord for the generous support we

received to build the chapel with cement blocks,
fixing doors and windows, flooring the chapel,
building an altar and providing seating items for
most members.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church chapel: St. Matthew
Lutheran Church chapel has been fully renovated.

The cracked walls have been repaired using iron
rods and concrete. The chapel has also been painted
given it a beautiful look and a stronger structure.

Water Project: The Lord has used several churches
and individuals to provide several communities with
more than 80 hand dugout wells. In recent years, it
has been reported that hand dugout wells, even
when lined with concrete like ours, are not good
enough for drinking. For that reason, we have tried
to have borehole water for our members.
Thankfully, a congregation has provided us with two
boreholes at Ziako and Bugzunde communities. It is
our prayer that we get more boreholes for our
communities.

Leadership training class: This class is blessed to
have lay leaders who attend regularly to learn how

to preach being guided by an outline. Their
knowledge about Law and Gospel and their
application has grown.

Radio Program: A brief survey showed that at least
500 people listen to the radip broadcast on both
Source and MAXX FM radio stations. It is our hope

that the listeners, especially the Muslims and idol



worshippers, open their hearts as the Holy Spirit is
willing and ready to bring them to Christ.

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): The school is
blessed to have a very good management team and

teaching staff. The enrolment has reached 1200 and
that is the maximum we can have now. We have
been compelled to admit 20 new students because
of the tangible reasons their parents provided. The
school has been blessed to receive more textbooks
and metal desks. We still lack about 400 pieces of
metal desks and textbooks in the various subjects

for Upper Primary and Junior High classes.
I —

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

1. We praise the Lord for the ordination and
installation of Rev. John Abane and Rev.
Michael Akparibo. John is going to serve Hope,
Faith and Ebenezer churches while Michael
serves Immanuel, St. James and Peace
congregations. Please pray for them and their
families.

2. We praise the Lord for all the various kinds of
support received from Ghana Harvest,

churches, individuals and friends for the various

activities and projects.

3. We praise the Lord for the metal desks and
textbooks received for CPS. It is our prayer that
we get funds to manufacture more metal desks
and also purchase textbooks for the Upper
Primary and Junior students of CPS.

4. We praise the Lord for providing us funds to
renovate St. Matthew Lutheran Church in
Kpaliga and completion of work on Peace
Lutheran Church in Baakanga.

5. Pray for God’s intervention and peace in the
Bawku area due to chieftaincy conflict.

6. Pray for the new government of Ghana that
their plans of “resetting” the country are done
by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

7. We pray that more communities also receive
boreholes for good drinking water like Ziako
and Bugzunde communities.

8. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana mission
and ministry with your prayers, encouragement
and monetary gifts.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone has material
possessions and sees his brother in need
but has no pity on him, how can the love
of God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu
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Sunday Monday | Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1

2 The 3 4 5 Ash Wednesday | 6 7 8
Transﬁguration of 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins 6:30pm
Our Lord 10am Bible Study LWML
9:30am Divine Service 5pm Confirmation

Door Offering 6 pm Supper
Sunday School & Adult 7pm Divine Service
Bible Study with Imposition of

- Ashes

Chili Cook Off
Choir
9 First Sunday in 10 11 12 13 14 15
Lent 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins 8:30am Men’s
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible Study Breakfast
Sunday School & Adult 5pm Confirmation
Bible Study 6pm Supper
Choir 7pm Lenten Vespers
Daylight Saving Time
Begins (Spring Forward)
16 Second Sunday in | 17 18 19 20 21 22
Lent 6:30pm 9:45am Matins
9:30am Divine Service Council 10am Bible Study
Sunday School & Adult 5pm Confirmation
Bible Study 6pm Supper
Choir 7pm Lenten Vespers
23 Third Sunday in 24 25 26 27 28 29
Lent 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible Study
Sunday School & Adult 5pm Confirmation
Bible Study 6pm Supper
Choir 7pm Lenten Vespers
30 Fourth Sunday in | 31

Lent

9:30am Divine Service
LWML Mite Collection

Sunday School & Adult

Bible Study

Choir




Proclaiming
the Praiges of Christ

4 in Prague I

Shining the Light of Christ

The darkness of unbelief envelops, unfortunately, the whole
world. Nowhere is that more true than in Prague. Czechs
have endured religious warfare and hegemony and therefore
do not trust what they see as the “institutional” church. Re-
cently, the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord (2 February)
tell on a Sunday. The Gospel lesson that day is the story of
Simeon and Anna as they welcome the Christ Child who
serves as the Light of the world. Therefore, the tradition is to
light the candles that we lit on Christmas Eve. We pray that
the Light of Christ would shine in the hearts of Czechs as
well as people across this globe who do not know Jesus.

Congregational Update
Things are still being worked out between the Slovak congregation and ours. It looks like we will
be able to stay in the church for at least a little while. We are hoping it will at least extend
through the time of our trip home for support raising. They have yet to give us the details of the
extension they are giving. Please join us in praying for a peaceful resolution.

Online Bible Study Grows

Our midweek online Bible study has always been ra-
ther small. Currently, we are going through that book
that every Christian wants to know about—Revelation,
and our class has been growing. We give thanks that
our screen is full of faces. A recent confirmand joined
as he wanted to continue growing in his faith. We even
have an eight-month-old cutie. If you are interested in
joining us, we meet Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. eastern
time. Write to us, and we will send you the Zoom link.

Rejoice with Us!
Last October, we held a special Sunday of Adult Confirmation
and Reception of New Members. Unfortunately, the weather
did not cooperate with us. If you followed the news, there was
flooding, especially in eastern Czech Republic (Silesia and Mo-
ravia), that cut off one of our Polish confirmands. After the
busy holiday season, Sylwester finally was able to be con-
firmed into the Lutheran faith on 16 February. Sylwester is a
great guy and loves the Lord and His Church. It is his plan to
come monthly to the service in Prague in addition to the ser-
vice in Krakow. For him, it is an overnight bus ride. But he is
eager to come because he knows Christ’s gifts sustain our faith.




Czech Team Christmas Dinner

It is hard to get all our Czech missionaries together at Christ-
mas time. First, there is the distance. Some of us work in the
west, and some of us work in the east. And then there is al-
ways the busyness of the season. We try every year to gather
as a team and share a celebratory meal together. After our
tailure last year, this year we were able to gather together as
a family in Christ on 4 January —just barely making it in the
Christmas season. The next time we will all see each other is
in August when we attend our yearly retreat. This year, the
plan is for Bulgaria.

Update on Dale’s Health

In Job, we hear the famous axiom: “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD." (Job 1:21 ESV) Last month, we happily reported the news that Dale’s cancer is in full remis-
sion. And it still is. But a new challenge has arisen. Dale has been diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.
Right now, that just means some hand tremors and some lack of coordination. He can still do his job. The
congregation of St. Michael has been fully supportive and wants him to continue his ministry. We thank
God we have a good doctor here in the Czech Republic who is treating his symptoms. On top of that, the
Office of International Mission has been and continues to be supportive of Dale continuing in his call here.
Truly, in the end, all we can say is, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” We ask for your prayers.

Youth Catechesis

One of the joys of the job for Dale is teaching the taith. That
includes young and old. Recently, Dale has been teaching a
young man of the congregation preparing for early commun-
ion. We meet every Friday afternoon. In the next few weeks,
he will be received at the Lord’s Table and blessed by the gifts
ot Christ’'s Body and Blood. Dale is also teaching the young
daughter of one of our fellow missionaries. We are using Lu-
ther’s Small Catechism for Kids. We meet every Friday morn-
ing. Friday, therefore, is a day wrapped in Catechesis. And for
that, we give thanks to God.

|I_ o L Home-Service Update
=4= | UTHERAN CHURCH .. : . :
| Our plans for our home visit are quickly coming together. We will be
visiting Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Florida, Georgia, and
Witness Always North Carolina. We are also working on visits to Oklahoma, Virgin-
ia, New Jersey, and other states. We hope it we are visiting your re-
gion, you will greet us and give us a chance to thank you for your
Our email addresses are support.
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org
Suzanne.Kaster@lcmsintl.org

Missouri Synod

We commend you all to Christ,
Our address in Prague: Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster, missionaries to the Czech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters. send a tax-deductible gift to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central

P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missour: Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
V Jircharich 14/152 Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

110 00 Praha 1 www.lems org/kaster.

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenedska 365/41

160 00 Praha 6

Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org
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