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The Gospel In GenesIs (continued)

In addition to the Bible being divided into the Old and New Testaments, there are two great doctrines in
Scripture that must be rightly divided (2 Tim. 2:15): Law and Gospel. The Law is God’s commandments that
demand obedience and condemn sinners. The Gospel is the good news of salvation through Christ’s keeping of
the Law and his sacrifice of atonement. The quintessential proclamation of the Gospel is in John chapter 3:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him” (Jn. 3:16-17).

It would be a mistake, however, to conclude that the Old Testament is all Law and the New Testament is
all Gospel. There is Law and Gospel in both Testaments. Consider Jesus’ statements of blistering Law in the
New Testament:

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father T Holy Week T
who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, The Triduum

did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your
name, and do many mighty works in your name?” And then will I
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers

April 17 — Holy Thursday — 7 p.m.
April 18 — Good Friday — 7 p.m.

of lawlessness’” (Matt. 7:21-23). April 19 — The Vigil of Easter —7:30
.m.

“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of P

his klpgdom aI_I causes of sin and all Iaw-breakerg, and throv_v I« Easter Sunday T

them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping )

and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13:41-42). April 20

) Divine Service —9:30 a.m.
In the Old Testament there is the sweetest Gospel: “Come

now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like Sunday School & Bible Study
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall become like wool” (Is. 1:18). The Gospel is even given before the curses to Adam and Eve!
To the serpent the Lord says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). This is the
protoevangelium, the first Gospel promise. From the woman would come a Savior who would crush the devil
and free mankind from the captivity into which it had fallen.

But there is more Gospel just in the book of Genesis alone: promises, prophecy, prefigurement,
covenants of grace, blessings, sacrifices, and typology, all in anticipation of the Christ to come. There is
plentiful Gospel from the beginning, from the Genesis of creation, from the sin of our first parents, from God
making a people his very own. It is there if you have eyes to see and ears to hear. That’s what we hope to
discover in this year’s Lenten series.




The following is the Midweek Service schedule:

The Gospel in Genesis

Wed., Apr. 2 - Genesis 28:10-17
Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension
Wed., Apr. 9 — Genesis 50:15-21

Please note that there will be a Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Greg Bauch from our sister congregation
Ascension Lutheran in Madison, TN.
All services are at 7:00 p.m. There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

— Pastor Young

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & Ongoing Prayer Needs _
Wedding Anniversaries Please update Pastor and the church office

on these needs.
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries




The Passion and the Pascha of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

Whereas Lent as a whole is chiefly catechetical
and aims especially at the significance of Holy
Baptism, Holy Week focuses the Church’s
attention on the Cross and Passion of her Lord as
the first priority, and on His Sacrament of the
Altar in its close connection to His Cross and
Passion. As He accomplished salvation by the Tree
of the Cross, so does He now distribute the Fruits
of that Tree, His Body and Blood, in the Holy
Communion. This dual focus on the Passion and
the Sacrament is evident, not only in the
proximity and close connection between Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday, but in the way the
narrative of the Lord’s Supper figures prominently
in the accounts of the Passion. The Sacrament
interprets the Cross, and the Cross fills the
Supper.

In general, Holy Week is marked by sober
simplicity, quiet reverence, and a fasting from the
Church’s usual rejoicing. But the entire week,
precisely in its focus on the Passion of our Lord, is
kept in the confident expectation of His Paschal
Feast. The fasting and prayers of Holy Week are
undertaken in the remembrance of His Cross and
in the hope of His Resurrection.

The emphases of Holy Week come into profound
clarity in the sacred “Triduum,” the Church’s
liturgical celebration of the Three Days — from the
night when our Lord Jesus Christ was handed
over to His voluntary suffering and death, until
the first evening of His Resurrection from the
dead, when He first appeared to His disciples in
the Upper Room — that is, from Maundy
Thursday evening until Easter Sunday evening.
The Triduum is a comprehensive and concerted
celebration of the Paschal Mystery, in which the
Passion, Cross, and Resurrection of our Lord are
held together in the Church’s prayer and
confession of Christ Jesus. Thus, Maundy
Thursday anticipates and “leans into” both Good
Friday and Easter, whereas the Feast of the
Resurrection of our Lord recalls and distributes
the Fruits and Benefits of His Cross in His Holy
Supper.

Maundy Thursday serves, on the one hand, as a
bookend to Ash Wednesday, a culmination and
completion of Lent. On the other hand, as the

beginning of the sacred Triduum, it is already a

participation in the Paschal Feast, especially by
way of the Supper instituted on this night. The
Lord’s washing of His disciples’ feet in the historic
Holy Gospel for this day (St. John 13:1-15) is not
only an example of Christian love for the
neighbor, but first and foremost a demonstration
of the Lord’s enduring love for His own, and a
depiction of their return to the significance of
Holy Baptism through contrition and repentance,
confession, and faith in His forgiveness of their
sins. The penitential discipline of Lent thus finds
its remedy and resolution here. The dust and
ashes of sin and death are washed away by the
Lord’s Word of Absolution, and those who have
been humbled by the Law are exalted by the One
who humbles Himself, even unto death, in order
to serve His disciples in love with His own Body
and Blood.

Good Friday stands at the heart and center of the
Triduum, as surely as the Cross and Passion of our
Lord stand at the heart and center of the Christian
faith and life. The whole day is marked by the
Church’s deepest humility and most solemn
reverence. It is not that she mourns the death of
Christ per se, but the sins of her own members
and of the world for which He suffered and died.
Accordingly, her sorrow does not lead her to
despair, but to repentance and faith in the Cross
of Christ. She gives thanks for His atoning
sacrifice and lays hold of His redemption in the
hearing of His Gospel — and in the eating and
drinking of His Body and Blood.

The Good Friday Service is not a funeral for Jesus,
not even in the sense that a Christian funeral is
approached and “celebrated” in the hope and joy
of the Resurrection. Good Friday and Easter
belong together as one Paschal Feast, and so must
the death of Christ be given its proper due as the
Lord’s decisive victory over sin, death, the devil,
and hell — accomplished at the cost of His own
Body and Lifeblood. He is not a helpless victim;
yet, His suffering and death are fully real. There is
a stark tension and a sober expectation inherent
to the entire day and its observances.

Holy Saturday in its full scope is the inverse of
Good Friday and the complement of Maundy
Thursday, then also the onset of Eastertide as the
day gives way to night. It marks and measures the
transition from the depths of the Passion to the
heights of the Pascha. So Holy Saturday is an
eventful day, albeit mostly quiet. It is calm in its



repose and Sabbath Rest, yet already full to the
point of bursting with the sure and certain hope
and expectation of the Resurrection.

The Great Vigil of Easter on the Eve of the
Resurrection of Our Lord is the high point of the
Triduum. It continues the observance that began
on Maundy Thursday and passed through Good
Friday, bringing it fully into the Paschal Feast and
ushering in the Great Fifty Days of Easter. This
transition is poignantly unfolded in the course of
the Easter Vigil, which moves deliberately from
darkness into light. In doing so, it celebrates the
passage of Christ from death into life and the
Church’s passage through death into life with Him
through Holy Baptism. The night begins with
hushed anticipation, proceeds with heightened
expectations, and finally crescendos in the
exuberant celebration of the Eucharist. The cry
rings out in the Church once more: “Alleluia!”

The Easter Vigil truly is a Christian “Passover,”
that is, a celebration of the great Exodus that
Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God, accomplished by
His sacrificial death and brought to light in His
Resurrection from the dead. All that the Lord God
did for Israel in bringing His people out of Egypt
and into the Promised Land, He has perfectly
fulfilled for all the baptized in His Cross and
Resurrection. In Holy Baptism, His people have
crossed the Red Sea out of slavery in Egypt and
entered into Canaan through the waters of the
Jordan River. As they die with Christ by their
Baptism into His death, so do they also rise with
Him and live with Him in newness of life. And in
the Holy Communion, they eat and drink the true
Passover Feast, since “Christ, our Passover Lamb,
has been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7—8). His Blood
covers His House and protects His Family from
sin, death, and hell. His Body feeds and sustains
His people on the Way as their true Meat, their
Meal of Salvation, and as their true Manna from
heaven in the wilderness of this world.

Rev. D. Richard Stuckwisch

President, Indiana District
https://in.lems.org/the-passion-and-the-pascha-of-our-
lord-jesus-christ/
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Service Notes for service of the Triduum,

the Three Days

Holy Thursday (LSB Altar Book p.506)

e Holy Thursday, occurring on the eve of our
Lord’s crucifixion, begins the celebration of the
holy three days of Christ’s Passover, commonly
known as the Triduum. The service on this day
culminates the Lenten period of preparation for
Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into
His sacrifice on our behalf. As such, the service,
like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of
restrained joy. The Service for Holy Thursday
consists of four parts:

o the Service of Corporate Confession and
Absolution,

o the Service of the Word,

o the Service of the Sacrament,

o the Stripping of the Altar.

e The Service of Corporate Confession and
Absolution signals the end of the Lenten
preparations with the absolution and peace of
Christ that stand at the center of the Three Days.
The Service of the Word focuses upon Christ’s
sacrificial service demonstrated in His washing
of His disciples’ feet, a servanthood enacted on
the cross and whose benefits are bestowed in His
means of grace. The service culminates with the
Lord’s ministry to His people through the
Sacrament of the Altar.

e The depth of Christ’s servanthood is
demonstrated as the altar is reverently stripped in
preparation for the Church’s observance of
Jesus’ death of Good Friday. On Holy Thursday,
the Church and her catechumens begin the
journey through the three days of Christ’s
Passover from death to life and from captivity to
freedom.

Good Friday (LSB Altar Book p.511)

e Good Friday is part of the sacred Triduum, the
three-day observance of Christ’s Passover. The
name may originally have been “God’s Friday,”
but it is certainly also “good” because of the
good gifts Christ won for us on this day.

e Good Friday is not observed as a funeral for
Christ. It is a day for repentance over sin and
restrained joy and praise for the redemption
Christ accomplished for us on the cross. In
keeping with this character, music is kept to a
minimum, though not silenced. Elaborate words


https://in.lcms.org/the-passion-and-the-pascha-of-our-lord-jesus-christ/
https://in.lcms.org/the-passion-and-the-pascha-of-our-lord-jesus-christ/

of praise are omitted. The altar remains bare,
having been stripped on Holy Thursday.

This is the chief service for Good Friday. It
contains a number of ancient elements,
particularly the full reading of the Passion
according to St. John, the Bidding Prayer, the
cross procession and the Reproaches, and the
Responsory. Given the solemnity of the day,
silence is observed at various times in order to
reflect upon the Word of God. Because the
service is part of the Triduum, it has neither
entrance rite nor benediction. The concluding
hymn ensures that the final note of the service is
one of triumph, for God’s faithful know the end
of the story.

The Vigil of Easter (LSB Altar Book p.529)

The Vigil of Easter, which is celebrated at the
end of Holy Saturday as the conclusion to the
sacred Triduum, ushers in the celebration of the
Resurrection of Our Lord on Easter Sunday. The
Vigil of Easter connects the days of Holy Week,
especially Holy Thursday and Good Friday, with
the culminating celebration of the resurrection of
Christ from the dead.

In some places throughout the early centuries of
the Church’s life, the people of God would hold
vigil, which means “keep watch,” through the
night in expectation of Christ’s return. A vigil in
expectation of Christ’s return at Easter became a
common feature of the celebration of His
crucifixion and resurrection. The vigil consisted
of prayer, psalms and hymns, and readings,
especially from the Old Testament, culminating
in the celebration of the resurrection at dawn
with the Lord’s Supper. As the Church gathered
in vigil, she waited in hopeful expectation for the
appearance of the resurrected Christ in those
most recently born in Him, the newly baptized.
During the vigil, those who had prepared
throughout Lent to be joined to Christ were
baptized. At the dawn of the new day at Easter
sunrise, the newly baptized joined the entire
Church in the chorus of alleluias at Christ’s
resurrection from the dead.

While making a vigil through the night may not
be common today, Christians nonetheless gather
on Holy Saturday to wait in expectation for the
news of Christ’s resurrection and for His second
coming. As a service of watching that ushers in
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the resurrection, the Vigil of Easter is comprised
of six parts:
the Service of Light,
the Service of Readings,
the Service of Holy Baptism,
the Service of Prayer,
the Service of the Word,
the Service of the Sacrament.

e Because the Vigil of Easter marks the final day
in the sacred Triduum, the service ends with the
Benediction, which has not been heard since the
beginning of the Triduum, and the Easter
Acclamation: Christ is Risen!

O O O O O O

Holy Week

The week before Easer is called Holy Week and
culminates the preparation time of Lent. This week
begins on Palm Sunday and ends on Holy Saturday.
During these days we focus on the events of Jesus’
life from His entrance into Jerusalem until His
glorious resurrection from the dead. Palm Sunday,
the first day of Holy Week, commemorates the
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem (Matthew
21:9). Because the complete account of the Lord’s
Passion from Matthew, Mark, or Luke is often read,
this Sunday is also called the Sunday of the Passion.

On Holy Thursday, the Church gives thanks to Jesus
for the institution of the Lord’s Supper. The Holy
Thursday service closes with the stripping of the
altar while Psalm 22 — a prophecy of the crucifixion
— is read or sung. This reminds us of how our Lord
stripped to the waist to wash His disciple’ feet — and
how He was stripped and beaten before His
crucifixion.

Good Friday is the most solemn of all days in the
Christian Church, yet a note of joy remains, as the
title of the day indicates. On Good Friday, as we
remember that on account of our sin the Lord was
crucified and died, we give joyful thanks to God that
all sin and God’s wrath over sin falls on Jesus and
not on us, and that by His grace we receive the
benefit of this most sacrificial act.

(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.10-11)
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“As long as it is day, we must work the
works of Him who sent me, night is coming
when no one can work” (John 9:4).

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and sisters
in the Upper East Region of Ghana. We trust
everyone is blessed in this Lenten season.

Baptism: There were no baptisms and confirmations
in February.

Evangelism/Outreach: The Lord has blessed the

Evangelism and Outreach team for carrying out
effective two- day house to house evangelism at
Pusiga and surrounding areas. Pusiga is a district
capital and having a church established there would
serve many people and the Gbewaah Teacher
Training College students. As many as ten people in
the area have been regular listeners of the weekly
radio broadcast program. They listeners were given
copies of Jesus Never Fails, the Child Garden of Bible
Stories and God’s Word for You book. Many thanks
go to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) for
providing these books in Kusaal for us.

Peace Lutheran Church chapel: The Lord has this

new church in many ways. Mr. Foster Abugnaba is
the lay leader assigned to lead Bible studies and
prayer meetings and on Sunday using a prepared
sermon outline he preaches. Foster attends the
leadership class faithfully. The church has received
six new members, among who are a Muslim young
man and his wife.

Two new pastors join the team: The Upper East is

blessed to have two new pastors: Rev. Michael
Akparibo and Rev. John Abane. Since they serve in
the Binduri district, motor cycles would be good
means of transport for them because their bicycles

are worn out. What a
blessing for me to receive
the Lord’s true body and
blood from Christ
through Rev. John Abane
yesterday at Hope
Lutheran Church. These
two gentlemen have only

Wednesday for some :
rest. They want to visit all the members in the areas
they serve, know their families so as to build cordial
relationships with them. | enjoy their Law Gospel
sermons. Very refreshing gospel messages!

Ash Wednesday Service: Being our tradition, there

would be services in eight congregations on
Wednesday during which there would be imposition
of ashes. Members in the other five churches will
join nearby churches for the service.

Delegates’ Conference: The Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ghana (ELCG) will hold its annual
delegates’ conference in Kumasi from March 6-9.
There would be no elections but reports and new
businesses shall be discussed. Five of our Preaching
Stations are attending to seek congregational
statuses.

Leadership training class: Without the leadership

class that prepares and equips the lay leaders, it
would have been difficult for the ordained pastors
alone to lead the 14 churches.

Radio Program: What a blessing to be receiving

sponsorship for the two radio programs! It is well
attested by many listeners that the Lutheran Hour
(so they call) is the best program they hear God'’s
word. They say, it is only in the Lutheran Hour that
they hear a lot about Jesus and how he loves us. We
thank God for the two teams that prepare every
week and travel several miles to make the
presentations.



Water Project: The people
of Ziako and Bugzunde are

blessed to have boreholes
drilled in their communities
providing them very clean
and healthy water. In the
past hand dug-out wells
provided good drinking
water but in these days
boreholes are
recommended. We give thanks to God for these two
boreholes. Communities have started making cash
contributions and with some outside support they
can also have boreholes.

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): The Lord has
blessed the school in many ways. The school has as
at last Friday 1,227 students. We thank God that
every day the Word of God is taught. On Thursday

we spend about 45 minutes for service. The Upper
Primary up to Junior High students are using God’s
Word For You in class alongside the Small Catechism
and the Bible. CPS is blessed to have several extra
curricula activities such as drama, debating, chaoir,

Science and Maths, Brass Band, Cadet, soccer and

volley ball teams. CPS cadets have been selected as
the best in the district to participate in the
upcoming Independence Day celebration on March
6, 2025. Thirty-three students are in the final year
and are preparing to write a nation-wide exams
June 9 -13. We thank God for the gift received to
pay the examination fees for the student. The
government has subsidized the payment for
students only in the public school but CPS is not.
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CPS still faces challenges on furniture and textbooks

for the students.

Deaths/Burials: We mourn the loss but rejoice in
the Lord for granting saving grace to the departed.
Rev. Dr. Paul Bruns, my homiletics and Translations

professor in the seminary in Nigeria has been called
home. Also in February four members of our various
churches (St. Matthew, Redeemer, Immanuel and
Bethel) died and have been buried. The memorial
service for late Rev. Mark Awidaan was performed.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

1. We praise the Lord for all the various kinds
of support received from Ghana Harvest,
churches, individuals and friends for the
various activities and projects.

2. ltis our prayer that we get funds to
manufacture more metal desks and also
purchase textbooks for the Upper Primary
and Junior High students of CPS.

3. We thank and praise God for the relative
peace in the Bawku area.

4. We pray that more communities also
receive boreholes for good drinking water
like Ziako and Bugzunde communities.

5. We pray to get means of transport (motor
bikes) for our two new pastors.

6. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana
mission and ministry with your prayers,
encouragement and monetary gifts.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
If anyone has material possessions and sees
his brother in need but has no pity on him,
how can the love of God be in him?
(1]John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu
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Sunday Monday | Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
9:45am Matins 6:30 LWML
10am Bible Study
5pm Confirmation
6pm Supper
7pm Lenten
Vespers
6 Fifth Sunday in 7 8 9 10 11 12
Lent 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins 8:30am
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible Study Church Work
Door Offering 5pm Confirmation ey making
Sunday School & Adult 6pm Supper crosses & pre-
Bible Study 7pm Lenten Easter cleanup
Vespers inside and out
13 Palm Sunday 14 15 16 17 Holy 18 Good 19 Holy
9:30am Divine Service 6:30pm AA 6:30 Council | 9:45 Matins Thu rsday Friday Satu rday
Sunday School & Adult 10 Bible Study 7pm Divine 7pm Chief 7:30pm Vigil
Bible Study 5 Confirmation Service - The | gervice - The | of Easter - The
Triduum Triduum Triduum
20 The Resurrection | 21 22 23 24 25 26
of Our Lord / Easter | 6:30pm AA
Sunday
9:30am Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult
Bible Study
Easter Brunch
27 Second Sunday | 28 29 30
of Easter 6:30pm AA

9:30am Divine Service
Voters Assembly

Sunday School

Choir




The Mid-South District 1675 Wynne Road

. . Cordova, TN 38016
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Phone: 901-373-1343

Fax: 901-373-4826
www.mbd-southlcms.com

March 6, 2025
Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola
President
rpaavola@mid-southloms.com

Rev. Philip Young
Michelle Fischer Redeemer Lutheran Church
Executive Diractor for
Educaton, Youh ond otywmmisty SO0 Dellevue Road
mftscherSmid-south ems.com Nashville, TN 37221
Angala Fowl qa
ExscutveDirctoror Dear Philip,
Business and FAnance

afowlerBmid-southlcms. com

Greetings in the beloved name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christt

Missy Washbum
Office Mansger
mwashbam@mid-southlcms.com

My purpose in writing to you today is simply to thank you for your faithful
stewardship during 2024 in the sharing of your congregational offerings with
the Mid-South District for world and district missions. Our records show
that you generously contributed $833.34 over and above your pledge of
$10,000, an increase of 8.3%. We greatly appreciate your congregation’s
generosity as well as your example.

May God continue to shower all at Redeemer Lutheran Church with His
blessings. It is our privilege to be a partner in ministry with you.

rs in Christ}

. Dr. Roger Paavola
Presidént




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org

rlcnashville@outlook.com
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